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Manchuria without even putting up a fight. There
was only one kind of fighting that interested them, and
that was the fight back to their homeland.
The story of the Fifth Anti-Red Campaign is
familiar enough in China, though it is perhaps not so
well known abroad. Long and costly campaigns had
been waged against the Reds before, with striking un-
success. The country favoured their kind of fighting,
they could move three times as fast as any attacking
force, and the people were with them in all the
districts fought over. Nanking's plan now was to
isolate the main Soviet area, enforce a complete
blockade, and change the personnel of the attacking
forces as often as possible (for Nanking troops who
had been in contact with the Reds for any length of
time had a fatal habit of going over to join them).
And the effort was made on such a scale that it
proved irresistible.
Chiang Kai-shek established his headquarters at
Nanchang, capital of Kiangsi, which had been the
scene six years earlier of the sensational rising led by
Chu Teh, from which the Chinese Red Army had its
beginnings. For his Fifth Campaign the Generalissimo
mobilised nearly a million troops, at least half of
whom were directly engaged in the course of it. All
the military resources of the Nanking Government,
which had so sadly failed the country during the
Jehol invasion the year before, were now thrown into
this anti-Red drive. German staff-experts drew up the
plans; heavy artillery, tanks, aerial bombing, and gas
were used in the grand offensive, and an "iron ring"
was thrown around the Soviet district, slowly narrow-
ing, as new roads and forts were built, around the